Sectionalism

A DEMOCRATIC REVOLUTION
1. RISE OF POPULAR POLITICS “1820-1829”

· In America’s Traditional agricultural society, people from the low racks deferred to their “Batters”, the Elite!  This was about to change in the Midwest and south.

· Parties take command… intended to allow the voice of diverse interest groups… on even individual voters to be heard.

· Political Machines… intended to weave the diverse threads of social groups and economic interests into an elaborate tapestry.

   2.    ELECTION OF 1824

· 5 candidates calling themselves Republicans Campaigned for President John Quincy Adams, John C. Calhoun, William Crawford, Henry Clay and Andrew Jackson.

· Adams had national recognition; Jackson was a “War Hero”.

· Henry Clay for years advocated a program known as the American System, a plan for economic Development using the Second National Bank, Tariff revenues to subsidize internal developments such as roads and canals.

· The election: Jackson had 99 votes, Adams 84 and Clay 34, since no one had a absolute majority it was sent to House of Representatives.

· Henry Clay personally out of the race used his powers to thwart Jackson’s election. As a show of gratitude for Clay’s support Adams appoints Clay as Secretary of State. Jackson, Calhoun, & other critics cried… “Corrupt Bargain!!!!”

     3.   JOHN QUINCY ADAMS PRESIDENCY:

· As a president he called for a government based on “Talent and Virtues alone”
· He embraced Henry Clay’s “American System”
· Tariff Battle:
Tariff of 1828 enraged the south. Raised duties of both raw                  materials and manufactures.  “Legalized Pillage… This Tariff of Abomination!”
 4.    JACKSONIAN DEMOCRACY:
· Adams ran for reelection telling supporters “IF my country wants my services, she must ask for them.”

· Van Buren running Jackson’s campaign launched a national campaign

· Building coalitions across the country.

· Newspaper endorsements, mass meeting, torchlight parades, etc  

· Celebrated Jackson’s Frontier origins and rise to fame without the value of Birth, Education, Wealth

· “Old Hickory” was a natural Aristocrat, a self-made man

· Jacksonians’ called themselves “Democrats” (DONKEY)

· Jackson became the 1st president from western states, with a popular mandate.

  5.   JACKSONIAN PRESIDENCY: HIS VISION

· The sovereignty of the people, the rights of the states, and a light and simple government.
· Spoils system…. Jackson dispensed govt. jobs to aid friends 
· Jackson’s main goal was to destroy the American System.
· Nullification crisis of 1832 South Carolina. (More Later)
· The Bank War. Jackson vetoes the re-chartering of the Second National Bank Becomes a national hero by citing Jeffersonian populist rhetoric, states rights. 
· Reelected in 1832 landside
· Indian Removal Act of 1830. Jackson was no friend to Indians, Cherokee Nation Fighting to retain lands, took case to Supreme Court.  John Marshall sided with the Cherokees.   
· Jackson said “John Marshall had made his decision; now let him enforce it.”
· He ignored the Chief Justice and successor Van Buren in May 1838 ordered General Winfield Scott to enforce the treaty rounding up 14,000 Cherokees and forcibly marching them 1200 miles to the New Indian Territory.  3000 died on the route called “The Trial of Tears.”
    6.     THE SECOND PARTY SYSTEM

· The rise of the Democrats and Jackson’s tumultuous presidency sparked the creation in the mid-1830’s of the Second National Party… The Whigs!

· The Whigs opponents of “King Andrew”. Masons & Anti-Masons, abolitionists & Pro. Slavery, Bank Men & Anti-Bank Men:   “Heterogeneous Mass of Old National Republicans.”

· Led by Senators Daniel Webster of Mass., Henry Clay of Kentucky, John C. Calhoun of South Carolina.

· For the next two decade these two parties – Democrats & Whigs competed fiercely for votes.

· The election of 1836 marked what historian call the “Second Party System”.

· Martin Van Buren Won the election against 4 regional Whig Candidates.

· His administration will be beset with catastrophic Financial Upheavals.

· The panic of 1837 threw the American Economy in disarray. The Bank of England sharply curtailed the flow of money and credit to the US.

· “Tippecanoe and Tyler Too.” 1840 Election

· Hoping to capitalize on Democrat Van Buren economic woes the Whigs organized their First Nation Campaign “Log Cabin Campaign”
· Harrison wins for the Whigs. Dies of pneumonia 31 days. John Tyler, Whig from Virginia become president.

· Tyler alienated himself with fellow Whigs. “Man without a Party.”

· 1844 election…James K. Polk Democrat from Tenn. “….. 54’Degree 40 or Fight”

· Next… Westward Expansion!!!
